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NSW New South Wales 

NSWALC NSW Aboriginal Land Council  

OEMP Operational Environmental Management Plan  

PAD Potential archaeological deposit  

PAH Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons  

PBP Planning for Bush Fire Protection 2019  

PCB Polychlorinated Biphenyl  

PCT Plant Community Types  

PHA Preliminary Hazard Analysis  

POEO Act Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997  

RAP  Registered Aboriginal Party 

RBL Rating background levels  

REZ Renewable Energy Zone  

RFS Rural Fire Service 

RNP Road Noise Policy 

ROL Road Occupancy Licence  

SDWC Sydney Drinking Water Catchment 

SEARs Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements 
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Acronym Definition 

SEPP State Environmental Planning Policy  

SEPP 33 
State Environmental Planning Policy No 33 – Hazardous and 
Offensive Development  

SEPP 55  State Environmental Planning Policy No. 55 – Remediation of Land  

SOHI Statement of Heritage Impact  

SSD State Significant Development  

SSDA State Significant Development Application  

SWL Sound power levels  

SWMP Soil and Water Management Plan  

TEC Threatened Ecological Community  

TIA Traffic Impact Assessment  

TMP Traffic Management Plan  

VPA Voluntary Planning Agreement  

WARR Act  Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Act 2001  

WCMS Water Cycle Management Study  

WM Act  Water Management Act 2000  

WMP Waste Management Plan  

WSUD Water sensitive urban design  
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Figure E-1 Indicative layout of the Site  
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Figure E-2 Summary of environmental constraints for the Project  

Zickar, Jessica
Polygon
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Historic heritage 

A Statement of Heritage Impact (SOHI) has been prepared for the Project to identify the non-Aboriginal 
cultural heritage values of the Project Area and assess the potential impact of the Project on these 
values.  

A total of 14 historic items were identified during an archaeological survey undertaken within and 
around (within about 800 m) the Project Area. The closest listed historic heritage item is St John the 
Evangelical Church located about 30 m west of the transmission line and about 1 km south east from 
the Site. This heritage item is listed on the NSW State Heritage Register and the Lithgow Local 
Environmental Plan (LEP), 2014. No historic heritage items have been identified nearby the Site.  

The use of vibratory construction methods to install the transmission line may have the potential to 
result cosmetic damage impact to this heritage item. Subject to the implementation of appropriate 
protective measures (such as limiting the use of certain methods within 50 m of the church), 
construction and operation of the Project is not expected to have adverse impacts to St John the 
Evangelical Church or other potential heritage or historical archaeological sites. 

An unexpected finds procedure is included in the proposed mitigation and management measures to be 
included in the Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP). 

Surface water, flooding and water use  

A Water Cycle Management Study (WCMS) has been prepared for the Project to assess potential 
impacts relating to surface water, flooding and water use. The development of the BESS would require 
the rearrangement of the existing dams on the Site, earthworks to level parts of the Site, an increase in 
hardstand, and installation of stormwater management controls (including swales and a bioretention 
system) to retain and manage the release of runoff as required.  

While the transmission line for the Project would traverse Piper Flat Creek, an underboring construction 
method would be employed to avoid work occurring within the waterway. The Site incorporates two 
ephemeral drainage lines, which join within it to form one south-easterly trending ephemeral drainage 
line. Through a review of historical aerial imagery, it is understood these drainage lines have been 
heavily modified through historical land use activities (including construction of farm dams and/or 
road/vehicle tracks) and no evidence of natural stream morphology (such as defined banks, beds or 
riparian vegetation) can be observed within the Site. As such, no works are proposed within waterways 
or within a riparian area. 

During construction, surface water flows would be managed to avoid sediments or other materials being 
mobilised offsite and impacting the water quality of nearby waterways. The quantity and rate of runoff 
leaving the Site would also be managed to avoid offsite erosion impacts.  

During operation, surface runoff would derive primarily from hard surfaced areas which would be 
directed to the stormwater management controls within the Site. Measures to manage potential water 
quality and water quality risks associated with the Project would include the retention and modification 
of the dams, construction of swales and incorporation of a bioretention system. 

The quantity of stormwater runoff could potentially increase and therefore stormwater management 
controls would be retained, improved and installed to reduce these flows compared to current 
discharges. This reduction in flow would mitigate potential erosion / scour impacts and concerns 
regarding downstream flooding.  

The quality of surface water discharges from the Site was also assessed. A bioretention system was 
identified and incorporated into the Project to help ensure that the surface water discharges from the 
Site during operation demonstrate a neutral or beneficial effect on the receiving water environment. 
With the establishment of a bioretention system, the quantity of stormwater runoff is expected to 
improve on existing conditions. 

Once treated, runoff would exit the Site to the east and be directed to Pipers Flat Creek, as per current 
conditions. Therefore, the Project is not expected to significantly alter existing surface water flow 
regimes or water quality.  

As the Site is sloped and elevated above the surrounding area, the risk of flooding impacting the Site 
and Project is low. The modified dams would be effective at attenuating surface water flows and 
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impacts. One construction exceedance potentially greater than 20dB, but below the highly affected 
category of >75dB(A) is expected to occur at the rural residence to the south east of the Site (173 Brays 
Lane). This exceedance would occur only during the civil, structural, mechanical, electrical works and 
commissioning phase. Appropriate noise mitigation measures would be implemented to manage 
potential impacts. 

With the implementation of minimum working distances of high impact items of equipment to nearby 
receivers, no adverse impacts from vibration intensive works are anticipated. The separation distance 
between the Project Area and the nearest potentially affected receivers is sufficient for vibration levels 
to be compliant with both the human comfort and cosmetic damage criteria.  

Taking into consideration existing traffic volumes, construction traffic to the Project Area is predicted to 
increase noise levels by less than 1 dB. Therefore, the potential traffic noise impact on residential 
receivers would be negligible and not noticeable.  

During operation the Project would install noise walls with sound absorptive lining around the battery 
enclosures and the high-voltage (HV) transformers. The noise walls would allow the Project to comply 
with the established Project noise trigger levels at most residential receivers, however marginal 
exceedances of the trigger levels have been predicted for three residential receives under both 
standard and noise-enhancing meteorological conditions. Recommendations for at-property noise 
mitigation measures at these three receivers have been made to further reduce these marginal 
increases. No exceedances of sleep disturbance criteria are expected. Given the low operational traffic 
proposed, potential operational traffic noise impact would be negligible. 

Overall, potential noise and vibration impacts of the Project would be manageable with the 
implementation of standard mitigation measures. A Construction Noise and Vibration Management Plan 
(CNVMP) would be prepared to manage potential impacts during construction.  

Transport and access 

A Traffic Impact Assessment Report and a Route Analysis Report has been prepared for the Project to 
assess potential traffic, transport and access impacts during construction and operation of the Project. 
During construction, the Project would introduce additional traffic to Brays Lane, generated as a result 
of the delivery of plant, equipment and materials and the movement of workers. Special access 
measures would be required to allow for the egress of oversized / over mass vehicles (about eight total 
vehicles) would include temporary bridging beams to be installed over the culverts at Brays Lane, and 
up 240 square metres of compacted gravel or road base to be used to help stabilise the outer verge of 
Brays Lane where it forms a right angle, directly west of the Site. During peak construction periods, up 
to 50 light vehicles and 20 heavy vehicles are anticipated to access the Project Area per day. Potential 
impacts from the introduction of construction traffic would be temporary and localised, and likely only 
affect one road user at a time due to the low traffic levels on Brays Lane. Potential minor construction 
traffic impacts would be manageable with the implementation of management and mitigation measures, 
including the preparation of a Construction Traffic Management Plan (TMP). 

Parking would be provided for up to 50 light vehicles within the Site. Overspill parking for workers would 
be provided at a location that would be determined in consultation with Lithgow City Council. Property 
access to neighbouring properties would be maintained at all times. The Project is also not anticipated 
to result in impacts to the public transport or active transport network.  

During operation, traffic generation would be negligible (up to six staff members intermittently), resulting 
in limited impacts on the road network surrounding the Project. Car parking spaces would be provided 
within the Site. 

Landuse  

The construction and operation of a BESS for electricity generating works is permissible with consent in 
an area zoned RU1- Primary Production. The impact on land use would be minor due to the relatively 
small footprint of the Site. In addition, Project would not conflict with the land use objectives of RU1 
Primary production. 

A Land Use Conflict Risk Assessment (LUCRA) has been prepared for the Project. The LUCRA 
identified and ranked a number of potential land use risks associated with the construction and 
operation of the Project. The BESS facility would be located at the Site and would be surrounded by 
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relevant provisions of Schedule 2 of the EP&A Regulation. The EIS provides a comprehensive 
assessment of the Project and its relevant environmental, social and economic issues, both for the 
Project alone and cumulatively. Potential impacts have been assessed and strategies to avoid, 
minimise and mitigate those impacts have been identified. The Project would deliver several benefits. In 
particular, the Project would deliver critical energy infrastructure that would benefit Wallerawang and 
support the uptake of renewable generation in NSW, to help meet the objectives of the NSW 
Government’s Electricity Strategy for the region. Based on the findings detailed within this EIS, the 
Project is considered to be justified and is recommended to proceed subject to Ministerial approval 
being granted. 
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a. The development on the land concerned is, by the operation of an environmental planning 
instrument, not permissible without development consent under Part 4 of the EP&A Act; and 

b. The development is specified in Schedule 1 or 2 of the SRD SEPP.  

The NSW State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007 (ISEPP) aims to facilitate the 
effective delivery of infrastructure across NSW. Division 4 of the ISEPP applies to electricity generating 
works or solar energy systems.  

Under Division 4, electricity generating work means a building or place used for the purpose of: 

a. Making or generating electricity, or  

b. Electricity storage.  

The purpose of the Project is to store energy in chemical form and generate electrical energy on 
demand in discharge mode. As such, the Project would be for the purpose of electricity storage and 
Division 4 of the ISEPP is applicable.  

Clause 34 of the ISEPP provides that development permitted with consent for electricity generating 
works may be carried out by any person with consent on any land in a prescribed rural, industrial or 
special use zone. 

The Project is located on land zoned under the Lithgow Local Environment Plan 2014 (Lithgow LEP) as: 
RU1 – Primary production; SP2 – Rail Infrastructure Facility; and IN1 – General industrial. The Site and 
Transgrid substation are located on land zoned RU1 - Primary production. The alignment of the new 
transmission line would be located within land use zones: RU1 – Primary Production; IN1 – General 
Industrial; and SP2 – Rail Infrastructure Facility (refer to Section 2.4). 

Under Clause 34 of the ISEPP, electricity generating works are a permissible with consent on RU1, 
SP2, and IN1 land use zones as they are defined as prescribed rural, special use and industrial zones 
under Division 4 of the ISEPP. As such, the Project is permissible with development consent under the 
ISEPP.  

Clause 20 under Schedule 1 of the SRD SEPP relates to electricity generating works with a capital 
investment value (CIV) of greater than $30 million. The Project is defined as electricity generating works 
and the CIV for the Project is estimated to be about $400 million. On this basis, the Project is classified 
as SSD.  
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Figure 1-1 Regional context of the Project Area 
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Figure 1-2 The Project Area 
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Figure 1-3 Indicative layout of the Project   
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the Project have been used to identify relevant management and mitigations measures, and to inform 
the justifications and conclusions of this EIS. This EIS aims to provides DPE with sufficient information 
to accept the SSD application, assess the potential environmental impacts, confirm the management 
and mitigation measures proposed and understand the benefits of the Project 

1.5.3 Assessment and determination 

Following exhibition of the EIS, DPE will provide Neoen with any submissions (or a summary of the 
submissions) received from stakeholders, the community and government agencies during the 
exhibition period. 

Neoen would provide a written response to any stakeholder, community of agency submissions that is 
received within the subsequent Submissions Report for the Project.  

This Submissions Report would include detail regarding how many submissions were received, and by 
whom. It would also describe how submissions were received, what issues were raised, and it would 
demonstrate how each issue has been addressed. 

1.6 Structure of this EIS 

An overview of how this EIS is structure is provided in Table 1-1. 

Table 1-1 Structure of this EIS 

Chapter Number Chapter Title 

- Executive Summary 

1 Introduction 

2 Project location  

3 Need and alternatives 

4 Project description 

5 Strategic and statutory context 

6 Consultation 

7 Scoping and assessment 

8 Biodiversity 

9 Aboriginal heritage 

10 Historic heritage 

11 Surface water, hydrology and flooding 

12 Geology, soils, groundwater and contamination 

13 Noise and vibration 

14 Traffic and access 

15 Land use 

16 Hazard and risks 

17 Bushfire 

18 
 

Other issues 
Visual 
Social and economic 
Waste management  
Air quality. 

19 Cumulative impacts  

20 Environmental management 
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Table 2-1 Receivers identified for the Project 

Receiver Address Distance to 
the Project 
Area (m) 

Elevation of 
the receiver 
(mAHD) 

Associated / 
non-
associated 1 

Involved / not 
involved 2 

R1 233 Brays Lane 90 894 Non-
associated 

Involved 

R2 173 Brays Lane 60 890 Associated Involved  

R3 137 Brays Lane 90 904 Non-
associated 

Involved 

R4 113 Brays Lane 205 892 Non-
associated 

Not-involved 

R5 91 Brays Lane 410 896 Non-
associated 

Not-involved 

1. ‘Associated receivers’ are defined as receivers that would receive a benefit from the Project. ‘Non-associated receivers’ are 
defined as those receivers who would not receive benefits as a result of the Project. 

2. ‘Involved receivers’ are defined as those receivers who have been consulted with in detail. ‘Not involved receivers’ are 
defined as those who have received a standard consultation experience (refer to Table 6-3  for details regarding community 
consultation undertaken for the Project).  
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Figure 2-1 Summary of environmental constraints for the Project  
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Figure 2-2 Land use zones (Lithgow LEP 2014) 
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Energy storage has emerged as a key enabler for the decarbonisation of the Australian electrical 
system. Energy storage allows greater penetration of intermittent renewable energy sources while 
maintaining network stability and security. This is aligned with the need identified by the Independent 
Review into the Future Security of the National Electricity Market: Blueprint for the Future (the Finkel 
Review) (Commonwealth of Australia, 2017), that the NEM requires stable, dispatchable generation to 
balance network requirements as renewable generation fluctuates depending on the predominate solar 
and wind resources available at the time. The need for storage capacity is expected to increase in the 
next 20 years, in line with the progressive retirement of thermal generators from the NEM. 

The Project seeks to provide a critical element for the expanding renewable energy industry and the 
future capacity and resilience of the NSW energy network through the provision of a large-scale BESS 
for the purposes of energy storage.  

The Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) prepared and released an Integrated System Plan 
(ISP) for the NEM in July 2020 (AEMO, 2020). The 2020 ISP is a roadmap for eastern Australia’s power 
system to optimise consumer benefits through the expected energy transition. The ISP identifies that: 

“Australia’s energy sector faces a profound, complex and accelerating transition. As its traditional 
generators retire, Australia must invest in a modern energy systems with significant consumer-led 
distributed energy resources (DER) and utility-scale variable renewable energy (VRE), supported 
by sufficient dispatchable resources. Digitalised power system services must leverage advances in 
computing and data analytics to drive greater efficiencies and increase value to consumers and 
investors... 

… Historically, Australia’s power system has been based on large-scale power stations located 
around fuel centres supplying remote load centres through large-scale transmission, which is how 
the physical assets that comprise the current NEM were designed and built. Now, the NEM, like 
other power systems around the world, is undergoing a rapid transition. On certain measures, the 
rate of change in Australia is the fastest of any country in the world. In this context, the ISP must 
set out an optimal development path for the NEM’s transmission assets. It does so by optimising a 
�S�R�Z�H�U���V�\�V�W�H�P���W�K�D�W���U�D�Q�J�H�V���I�D�U���ã���E�R�W�K���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�O�\���D�Q�G���J�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�D�O�O�\���ã���R�Y�H�U���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U���O�H�G���' �( �5��
investments, storage and generation investments, and demand side responses. To optimise that 
system, the ISP must consider the full range of energy services required to integrate new 
technologies, including the vital system security services. It takes into account the capital and fuel 
costs of generation as well as of transmission, and opportunities for DER. It anticipates the impact 
of parallel shifts in coupled sectors such as transport, gas and hydrogen, and incorporates 
emerging innovations in consumer-owned DER, virtual power plants (VPPs), large-scale 
generation, energy storage and power system services.” 

The Project would contribute to the storage requirements identified in the ISP. Battery storage presents 
an opportunity to provide a secure, affordable and modern energy system for NSW, thereby placing a 
downward pressure on energy prices. Furthermore, battery storage technologies are anticipated to be 
key to the development of Renewable Energy Zones under the NSW Government’s Transmission 
Infrastructure Strategy 2018. 

Neoen believe that the provision of the physical infrastructure to store electricity is a critical first step to 
supporting investment in, and the development of renewable energy solutions for NSW. The large-scale 
BESS delivered by the Project would provide services on a scale unlike any other device currently 
connected to the NSW network, and would provide a range of services with extremely fast response 
times to support a stable network and security of supply. The energy storage capacity provided by the 
Project would also allow for increased installation of renewable energy sources while helping 
maintaining network stability and security.  

3.3 Project objectives 

Partnering large-scale battery storage with renewable energy will be a key enabler for an affordable, 
reliable and sustainable energy future for Australia. Through the provision of a large-scale BESS, the 
Project would also contribute to deliver system security, reliability and a stable energy supply through its 
ability to store power and consequently, provide input and output power upon demand.  
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Project Great Western Battery 

would be made within Brays Lane (as shown on  
Figure 4-1) and would travel underground (using a trenching method) to 
connect with the new O&M building on the Site. A water holding tank would 
be installed in the vicinity of the new O&M building to collect wastewater 
generated during the operation of the Project (from worker facilities). During 
operation, the water holding tank would be periodically collected by a 
licenced operator, and wastewater would be appropriately disposed of 
offsite.  

Decommissioning  

Decommissioning The BESS is intended to have an operational life of up to 20 years and, 
depending on the selected technology components, may be replaced and/or 
upgraded to extend this timeframe. Following the end of economic life, 
above ground components would be removed and re-purposed where 
possible and land rehabilitated to achieve existing conditions as far as is 
reasonably practicable, if and as required, in accordance with applicable 
Federal, State, and Local legislative permits, approvals and regulatory 
requirements at the time. 
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Figure 4-1 Indicative layout of the Site   
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Figure 4-2 Location of proposed transmission line route   
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Figure 4-3 Traffic access routes for the Project   
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to return as much land back to the landowner and leave only the essential operational BESS 
infrastructure.  

Following subdivision of the Lot, the area occupied by the BESS would be about 7 hectares (ha) in size 
and would potentially form a new ‘Lot 5’ of DP 751651. The remaining part of the lot (around 9.5 ha) 
would be returned to the existing property owner (Lot 4). The proposed subdivision is shown on  
Figure 4-4.  

During operation Lot 5 would be used for the ongoing operation of the BESS and would be land used 
for the purpose of electricity generating works. Lot 4 would continue to be used for rural residential 
proposes. 
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Figure 4-4 Subdivision of the existing lot  
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4.3.5 Construction program 

An indicative schedule for construction is provided in Table 4-4. Some of the stages below are 
expected to be conducted concurrently. 

Table 4-4 Indicative construction schedule 

Task / stage Date/ duration 

Enabling works  1-3 months 

Civil, structural, mechanical and electrical works 10-12 months 

Commissioning 1-2 months 

Finishes and demobilisation <1 month 

Total construction duration 12-14 months 

4.3.6 Construction plant and equipment 

Table 4-2 provides the likely list of the plant and equipment that would be used to construct the Project. 
The equipment list would be further refined during detailed design. 

4.3.7 Construction traffic 

From the north, the Site can be accessed via the Castlereagh Highway, which feeds traffic directly onto 
Brays Lane. From the south, traffic can turn from the Great Western Freeway to Barton Avenue, which 
provides access into the township of Wallerawang. From Barton Avenue, traffic would turn onto Pipers 
Flat Road, which then leads to Brays Lane, and the Site.  

The proposed transmission line would be accessed via Brays Lane and / or Main Street, and via the 
existing rail corridor in which it would be located. 

A new access driveway on to the Site would be constructed off Brays Lane at the most south west 
corner of the Site. This new access point would be used for construction and eventually operation. An 
internal access road would also be provided for construction traffic to navigate to the construction 
laydown, storage and parking area where vehicles would be able to park, offload deliveries, and turn to 
exit, the new access driveway, internal road and construction laydown, storage and parking area are 
shown on Figure 4-1.  

During construction, the Project would introduce additional traffic to Brays Lane, generated as a result 
of the delivery of plant, equipment and materials and the movement of workers. This additional traffic 
would generally consist of up to 50 light vehicles and 20 heavy vehicles per day. However, during the 
peak of the proposed construction schedule, this may comprise up to 140 vehicle movements per day. 

Heavy vehicles would be required for the delivery of construction equipment, removal of spoil (if 
required) and the delivery of the various Project components, including pre-fabricated elements. Light 
vehicles would be used by the construction workforce. Oversized and over mass vehicles are expected 
to be required to deliver large pre-fabricated elements for the construction of the Project. This is likely to 
include eight (8) oversized vehicles to transport the transformers to the Site, in addition to the switch 
rooms and O&M building. Gravel or road base would be laid down on the outer edge of the final right 
hand turn on Brays Lane before entering the Site to allow for heavy and oversized / overmass vehicles 
to turn the corner (as shown on Figure 14-2). Temporary bridging beams may also laid down over the 
culverts on Brays Lane to help facilitate the movement of oversized and over mass vehicles. 

During construction, parking would be provided for up to 50 light vehicles within the Site, in the 
construction and storage, laydown and parking area shown on Figure 4-1. Overspill parking for workers 
would be provided at a location that would be determined in consultation with Lithgow City Council. The 
selection of this site would seek to minimise local parking impacts to the community. Workers would be 
bussed from this parking overflow location to the Site. (refer to Chapter 14 Traffic and access for 
further detail). A Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) would be prepared as part of the 
CEMP and would be implemented prior to the commencement of construction. 

No parking of workers vehicles (light or heavy) would occur along the verges of Brays Lane or on other 
public roads.  
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The NSW Transmission Infrastructure Strategy sets out a plan to facilitate private sector investment in 
priority transmission infrastructure projects, which can deliver least-cost energy to customers to 2040 
and beyond. The Strategy forms part of the government’s broader plan to make energy more 
affordable, secure investment in new power stations and network infrastructure; and ensure new 
technologies deliver benefits for consumers. The objectives of the Project (as outlined in Section 3.3) 
align with the driving principles and goals set out in the NSW Transmission Infrastructure Strategy.  

In particular a BESS can act as a “non-network solution” to infrastructure projects and support existing 
and future transmission lines. For example, the Victorian Big Battery is providing such a solution to the 
interconnector between Victoria and NSW, increasing the flow of the transmission line, effectively 
reducing the need for network augmentation by allowing for better utilisation of the existing 
interconnector. 

As part of NSW Transmission Infrastructure Strategy, the NSW Government is also seeking to increase 
energy capacity by prioritising REZs in the Central West Orana, South West and New England regions 
of NSW. The REZs will be a driving force to deliver affordable energy into the future. The establishment 
of REZs is discussed in more detail below.  

5.2.6 The NSW Electricity Strategy 2019 

The NSW Electricity Strategy is the NSW Government’s plan for a reliable, affordable and sustainable 
electricity future that supports a growing economy. This strategy is designed to complement the NSW 
Transmission Infrastructure Strategy, and the work of the national energy market (NEM) bodies.  

In the development of the strategy, the NSW Government have recognised that congestion in the 
existing transmission system is leading to a reduced investment in the new infrastructure that is 
required to reduce electricity prices, improve reliability and protect the environment. Market research 
indicates that grid connection is the highest concern for potential private investors in the energy market, 
and at present, it is estimated that there is only sufficient capacity to connect 1 in 20 private sector 
generation proposals in NSW. 

To address this, the strategy aims to improve the efficiency and competitiveness of the NSW electricity 
market by facilitating investment in new energy saving, energy storage and transmission, demand 
response and electricity generation technologies.  

To assist in promoting investment in renewable energy projects in NSW, the NSW Electricity Strategy 
sets out a plan to deliver three REZs, including in the State’s Central-West Orana. The establishment of 
the REZs will coordinate the development of new grid infrastructure in energy rich areas, efficiently 
connecting multiple generators in the same location. In this way, it is proposed that the REZs would 
operate as a solution to a power station, by combining generation, transmission, storage and system 
strength services. It is envisaged that the establishment of the REZs would help to provide NSW with a 
secure, affordable and reliable energy system. To support the development of the REZs, the 
government is seeking to facilitate and support private sector investment in strategic infrastructure 
upgrades. In doing so, the REZs will boost regional economies and improve resilience of the energy 
network by ensuring there are new generation projects coming online to replace the retiring power 
stations.  

Neoen has assessed that the best location to provide support to REZ infrastructure is to be located at 
the point of connection of the REZ with the existing network, or at a well-connected point as close as 
possible to the point of connection. The Great Western Battery is, electrically speaking, on the edge of 
the Central-West Orana REZ, and the Transgrid Wallerawang 330 kV substation is currently one of the 
strongest in NSW. As such, the Project is ideally located to provide support to the Central-West Orana 
REZ and its associated infrastructure. 

5.2.7 The NSW Electricity Infrastructure Roadmap  

The NSW Electricity Strategy (DPIE, 2019) is to be implemented through the NSW Electricity 
Infrastructure Roadmap (DPIE, 2020). It envisions a modern electricity system in NSW built on the 
following five pillars: 

1. “Driving investment in regional NSW: supporting our regions as the State’s economic and energy 
powerhouse. 

2. Delivering energy storage infrastructure: supporting stable, long-term energy storage in NSW. 
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3. Delivering Renewable Energy Zones: coordinating regional transmission and renewable generation 
in the right places for local communities. 

4. Keeping the grid secure and reliable: backing the system with gas, batteries or other reliable 
sources as needed. 

5. Harnessing opportunities for industry: empowering new and revitalised industries with cheap, 
reliable and low emissions electricity”. 

The Electricity Infrastructure Investment Act 2020 and the Electricity Infrastructure Investment Bill 2020 
was passed in late 2020. The Project strongly aligns with the vision of the NSW Electricity Infrastructure 
Roadmap. It represents a private regional investment, delivers energy storage, is appropriately zoned 
and uses existing transmission infrastructure, provides security to the NEM and provides cost effective 
and reliable electricity with no additional emissions.  

5.2.8 The NSW Climate Change Policy Framework  

The NSW Climate Change Policy Framework (OEH, 2016) sets out the NSW Government’s position on 
responding to climate change. The Framework seeks to directly influence how energy is generated and 
consumed in NSW.  

The NSW Climate Change Policy Framework aims to maximise the economic, social and environmental 
wellbeing of NSW in the context of a changing climate and current and emerging international and 
national policy settings and actions to address climate change. Its aspirational long-term objectives are 
to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050 and make NSW more resilient to a changing climate. 

The Project would complement the NSW Climate Change Policy Framework by helping to facilitate 
increased investment in renewable energy Projects by improving the capacity and resilience of the 
network.  

5.3 Statutory context  

5.3.1 Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979  

Overview 

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) and the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Regulation 2000 (the EP&A Regulation) provide the framework for land use planning 
and development control in NSW. The EP&A Act and the Regulation is supported by a number of 
Environmental Planning Instruments (EPIs), which include State Environmental Planning Policies 
(SEPPs) and Local Environment Plans (LEPs).  

Part 4 of the EP&A Act establishes a framework for assessing development, categorising it as either 
‘exempt development’, 'complying development', ‘development that requires consent’, or ‘prohibited 
development’. The term ‘development’ is defined under Section 1.5 of the EP&A Act. 

In addition, Section 4.36 of the EP&A Act outlines the key criteria that must be met if a development is 
to be considered State Significant Development (SSD) and establishes that a development can be 
declared SSD by an EPI (such as a SEPP) or by the NSW Minister for Planning and Public Spaces. 

Permissibility 

The Project meets the definition of ‘development’ under Section 1.5 of the EP&A Act as it involves the 
subdivision of land, use of land and the erection of a building. The Project is defined under the Standard 
Instrument, as ‘electricity generating works’, as this definition includes a building or place used for the 
purpose of ‘electricity storage’.  

The NSW State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007 (ISEPP) aims to facilitate the 
effective delivery of infrastructure across NSW. Division 4 of the ISEPP applies to electricity generating 
works or solar energy systems.  

Under Division 4, electricity generating work means a building or place used for the purpose of: 

a. making or generating electricity, or  

b. electricity storage.  
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The purpose of the Project is to store energy in chemical form and generate electrical energy on 
demand in discharge mode. As such, the Project would be for the purpose of electricity storage and 
Division 4 of the ISEPP is applicable.  

Clause 34 of the ISEPP provides that development permitted with consent for electricity generating 
works may be carried out by any person with consent on any land in a prescribed rural, industrial or 
special use zone. 

The Project is located on land zoned under the Lithgow Local Environment Plan 2014 (Lithgow LEP). 
The Site is located on land zoned RU1 - Primary production. The alignment of the new transmission line 
would be located within land use zones: RU1 – Primary Production; IN1 – General Industrial; and SP2 – 
Infrastructure (Rail Infrastructure Facility) (refer to Figure 2-2). 

Under Clause 34 of the ISEPP, electricity generating works are not permissible without development 
consent on RU1, SP2, and IN1 land use zones as they are defined as prescribed rural, industrial or 
special use zones under Division 4 of the ISEPP.  

On this basis, the Project is permissible with development consent under the ISEPP. Development 
consent will be sought under Part 4 of the EP&A Act. 

Planning approval pathway 

The Project is classified as SSD under the EP&A Act as it satisfies the requirements of Clause 8 of the 
State Environment Planning Policy (State and Regional Development) 2011 (SRD SEPP), being: 

a. The development on the land concerned is, by the operation of an environmental planning 
instrument, not permissible without development consent under Part 4 of the EP&A Act; and 

b. The development is specified in Schedule 1 or 2 of the SRD SEPP.  

As discussed above, in line with clause 34 of the ISEPP, the Project is “not permissible without 
development consent under Part 4 of the EP&A Act” in the applicable land use zones provided by the 
Lithgow LEP. The Project is also "development…specified in Schedule 1 or 2 [or the SRD SEPP]" as 
clause 20 of Schedule 1 of the SRD SEPP refers to electricity generating works with a CIV of greater 
than $30 million. The Project is defined as electricity generating works and the CIV for the Project is 
estimated to be about $400 million. Therefore, the Project is classified as SSD. 

Section 4.12(8) of the EP&A Act states that a “development application for State significant 
development is to be accompanied by an environmental impact statement prepared by or on behalf of 
the applicant in the form prescribed by the regulations.”  

Schedule 2 of the EP&A Regulation sets out the requirements of an EIS and requires that the content of 
an EIS is ‘subject to the environmental assessment requirements that relate to the EIS’. Secretary’s 
Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs) were issued by the NSW Department of Planning, 
Industry and Environment on 4 February 2021. Appendix A shows where in this EIS the SEARs have 
been addressed. 

In accordance with Section 4.5 of the EP&A Act, the consent authority for the Project is likely to be the 
NSW Minister for Planning and Public Spaces. In the case of greater than 50 public objections to the 
application, objection from Lithgow City Council, and/or any reportable political donations made by the 
proponent in the two years prior to lodgement, the Independent Planning Commission would be 
assigned as the consent authority for the Project.  

As noted in Section 4.40 of the EP&A Act, SSD applications are evaluated and determined in line with 
the requirements of Section 4.15 of the EP&A Act. Matters for consideration include relevant EPIs, likely 
impacts to the built and natural environment and social and economic impacts, submissions made on 
the application, site suitability and the public interest. 

Table 5-4 outlines each of the approvals referred to in section 4.42 of the EP&A Act and their 
applicability to the Project. These approvals, if required, cannot be refused if they are necessary for 
carrying out the SSD.  
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dangerous goods classes that have the potential for significant offsite effects. Specifically, the 
assessment involves the identification of classes and quantities of all dangerous goods to be used, 
stored or produced on site with respect to storage depot locations, as well as transport to and from the 
site.  

In response to the SEARs, a PHA has been prepared to assess potential hazards and risks associated 
with the Project. The complete report is attached in Appendix J Preliminary Hazard Analysis with 
relevant sections summarised in Chapter 16 Hazards and risk of the EIS. 

A Preliminary Screening Assessment was undertaken in accordance with Applying SEPP 33 -
Hazardous and Offensive Developments, with the findings provided in Appendix K Preliminary 
Hazard Analysis. 

State Environmental Planning Policy (Sydney Drinking Water Catchment) 2011 

The State Environmental Planning Policy (Sydney Drinking Water Catchment) 2011 (SDWC SEPP) 
defines the Sydney drinking water catchment and the rivers that fall within it. Clause 10(1) of this SEPP 
requires that “a consent authority must not grant consent to the carrying out of development under Part 
4 of the EP&A Act on land in the Sydney drinking water catchment unless it is satisfied that the carrying 
out of the proposed development would have a neutral or beneficial effect on water quality.”  

Clause 10(2) of the SDWC SEPP also requires the use of the ‘Neutral or Beneficial Effect (NorBE) tool 
to assess certain developments, however as this Project would be considered as an ‘Module 5 - Other 
Development’ in Sydney Drinking Water Catchment - Water Quality Information Requirements 
(WaterNSW, 2020), the use of this tool is not applicable.  

Clause 11 discusses the need for concurrence; however this requirement is not applicable as the NSW 
Minister for Planning and Places is the consent authority for the SSD application. 

A Water Cycle Plan that aligns with the requirements of the SEARs and the low risk posed by the 
Project to water quality has been developed to demonstrate how the Project can be constructed and 
operated to achieve a neutral or beneficial effect on water quality. The Water Cycle Plan is attached in 
Appendix G Water Cycle Management Study and is summarised in Chapter 11 Surface water, 
hydrology and flooding.  

State Environmental Planning Policy No. 55 – Remediation of Land 

The objects of State Environmental Planning Policy No. 55 – Remediation of Land (SEPP 55) are to 
provide a State-wide planning approach for the remediation of contaminated land and to promote the 
remediation of contaminated land for the purpose of reducing the risk of harm to human health or any 
other aspect of the environment. SEPP 55 restricts consent authorities from issuing development 
consent on land that may be contaminated, unless the consent authority is satisfied that the land in 
question is suitable for the development proposed to be carried out or would be suitable if appropriate 
remediation is undertaken. The Site is not on the list of NSW Contaminated Sites Register and does not 
appear on the Contaminated Land: Record of Notices. 

The Site consists of marginal agricultural land that has not been previously developed or used for 
intensive agricultural purposes. The Site for the BESS does not contain any barns or sheds and as such 
the Site is unlikely to contain contamination risk of harm to human health or any other aspect of the 
environment.  

The new transmission line would traverse land that comprises the vegetated area to the east of Brays 
Lane, the existing rail corridor, land occupied by the existing Transgrid Wallerawang 330 kV substation. 
A review of publicly available information indicated that of these areas, the existing rail corridor may 
have potential for the presence of trace contaminants from the historic operation of rail activities and the 
potential presence of imported fill. Imported fill has potential to contain contaminated materials. The 
Transgrid Wallerawang 330 kV substation is located on an area mapped as comprising disturbed terrain 
soils. Disturbed terrain soils have the potential to comprise some imported fill. As such, the installation 
of the transmission line could potentially encounter soils that may contain contaminants of potential 
concern, however the likelihood of encountering highly contaminated material during installation of the 
transmission line is considered to be low. As such, prior to construction, soil samples would be collected 
where trenching is proposed and tested for contaminants of potential concern to determine presence 
and whether contamination levels pose a health risk to construction workers. The approach to 
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Following site investigations, evidence of Aboriginal cultural heritage has been found within the Project 
Area (refer to Chapter 9 Aboriginal heritage). Clause 4.10(8) notes that:  

The consent authority must, before granting consent under this clause to the varying out of 
development in an Aboriginal place of heritage significance: 

a. Consider the effect of the proposed development on the heritage significance of the place and 
any Aboriginal object known or reasonably likely to be located at the place by means of an 
adequate investigation and assessment (which may involve consideration of a heritage impact 
statement), and 

b. Notify the local Aboriginal communities, in writing or in such other manner as may be 
appropriate, about the application and take into consideration any response received within 28 
days after the notice is sent.  

Appendix D Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report (ACHAR) provides an assessment of 
the Project on Aboriginal cultural heritage and outlines the investigations that support this assessment. 
This ACHAR has been produced in consultation with Registered Aboriginal Parties (RAPs).  

Flood planning 

Clause 5.21 outlines requirements that must be met before development consent can be granted if the 
site is located within the LEP flood planning area. This clause does not apply to the Project as the 
Project Area is not located in the LEP flood planning area. 

Part 7 clauses 

Part 7 of the Lithgow LEP outlines additional local provisions for certain activities or sensitive areas. 
Seven of the clauses under Part 7 are potentially relevant to the Project. These clauses are discussed 
in Table 5-7 below. 

Table 5-7  Lithgow LEP Part 7 clauses 

Part 7 clause Discussion 

7.1 – Earthworks The objective of this clause is to ensure that earthworks for which 
development consent is required will not have a detrimental impact on 
environmental functions and processes, neighbouring uses, cultural or 
heritage items or features of the surrounding land. Clause 7.1(3) provides a 
list of considerations for consent authorities.  

The Project will involve earthworks including the likely benching of the Site to 
reduce the amount of imported and exported spoil. The relevant 
considerations outlined in Clause 7.1(3) have been assessed in various 
chapters and appendices of this EIS. Potential impacts to these considerations 
can be appropriately managed. 

7.3 - Stormwater 
management 

This clause applies to all residential, business and industrial zones and the 
RU5 – Village land use zone. The proposed transmission line will pass 
through a IN1 General Industrial zone, however the considerations under this 
clause are not relevant to this type of development. 

7.4 – Terrestrial 
biodiversity 

The objective of this clause is to maintain terrestrial biodiversity. The clause 
applies to and identified as ‘Biodiversity’ in the Lithgow LEP maps. The north 
eastern part of the Site, the northern Site boundary and the land between the 
Site and the Rail Corridor where the transmission line is proposed all contain 
land identified as Biodiversity on the Lithgow LEP maps.  
Appendix C Biodiversity Development Assessment Report contains an 
assessment of the potential biodiversity impacts of the Project. The land 
identified on north eastern part of the Site and along the northern Site 
boundary would not be developed by the Project.  
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The EPBC Act also requires Commonwealth approval for any activity that will, or is likely to have, a 
significant impact on Commonwealth land. The land on which the Project would be constructed is not 
Commonwealth land, and there is no Commonwealth land within proximity to the Project that could be 
impacted by the construction or operation of the Project.  

The BDAR (discussed in Chapter 8 Biodiversity and contained in Appendix C Biodiversity 
Development Assessment Report has identified threatened biodiversity listed under the EPBC Act 
that may be potentially impacted by the Project.  

The EPBC Act defines ‘environment’ as incorporating both natural and cultural environments and 
therefore includes Aboriginal heritage. Under the EPBC Act, protected heritage items are listed on the 
National Heritage List (items of significance to the nation) (NHL) or the Commonwealth Heritage List 
(items belonging to the Commonwealth or its agencies) (CHL). These two lists replaced the Register of 
the National Estate (RNE), which was closed in 2007. Statutory references to the RNE in the EPBC Act 
were removed on 19 February 2012. However, the RNE retains an archive of over 13,000 heritage 
places throughout Australia. 

A search of the Australian Heritage Database, which includes places listed on the World Heritage List 
(WHL), NHL, CHL, RNE and List of Overseas Places of Historic Significance to Australia, was 
undertaken in May 2021. No items were identified. 

Under the EPBC Act, activities that have the potential to result in significant impacts on MNES must be 
referred to the Commonwealth Minister for the Environment and Energy for assessment. No significant 
impact on MNES is anticipated as a result from the Project, as such an EPBC referral has not been 
submitted for the Project. 

5.5.3 Native Title Act 1993 

The Native Title Act 1993 (NT Act) provides for the recognition and protection of native title for 
Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait Islanders. The NT Act recognises native title for land over which 
native title has not been extinguished and where persons are able to establish native title are able to 
provide continuous use, occupation or other classes of behaviour and actions consistent with a 
traditional cultural possession of those lands. It also makes provision for Indigenous Land Use 
Agreements (ILUA) to be formed, as well as a framework for notifying of native title stakeholders for 
certain future acts on land where native title has not been extinguished. 

Searches of the Schedule of Applications (unregistered claimant applications), Register of Native Title 
Claims, National Native Title Register, Register of Indigenous Land Use Agreements and Notified 
Indigenous Land Use Agreements were undertaken on 03 May 2021 using the NNTT Native Title Vision 
online system (refer to Appendix D Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report).  
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6.0 Stakeholder and community engagement  

6.1 Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements  

Table 6-1 sets out the SEARs relevant to consultation and where the requirements have been 
addressed in this Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 

Table 6-1 SEARs – Consultation  

Relevant SEARs 

Consultation Where addressed  

During the preparation of the EIS, you should 
consult with relevant local, State or 
Commonwealth Government authorities, 
infrastructure and service providers, community 
groups, affected landowners and any exploration 
licence and/or mineral title holders.  
In particular, you must undertake detailed 
consultation with affected landowners 
surrounding the development and Lithgow City 
Council.  
The EIS must describe the consultation process 
and the issues raised and identify where the 
design of the development has been amended in 
response to these issues. Where amendments 
have not been made to address an issue, a short 
explanation should be provided. 

This chapter provides an overview of the 
consultation undertaken for the Project to date.  
Details regarding consultation with Government 
agencies and community stakeholders are 
outlined in Section 6.4.1 and 6.4.2, respectively. 
A detailed description of the consultation 
process, the issues raised and where the issues 
have been addressed within the EIS is outlined in 
Section 6.4.3. 

6.2 Consultation objectives 

The objectives of Neoen’s community engagement relating to the Project are to: 

1. Communicate and engage with community members at an early stage to ensure the 
community feel meaningfully included during the feasibility, planning and development phase 

2. Inform the local community and stakeholders of upcoming milestones or key decision points, 
demonstrating our commitment to transparency and accountability 

3. Educate the local community and stakeholders through providing adequate explanations and 
information regarding how batteries contribute to the renewable energy transition 

4. Minimise outrage or negative sentiment by identifying potentially impacted groups and 
individuals and working with them authentically to address their concerns 

5. Establish a strong social licence to operate by understanding and meeting community 
expectations 

6. Understand how Neoen can positively contribute to the community for the lifespan of the 
Project and beyond, with engagement activities each year 

7. Meet regulatory community engagement requirements required for the development 
application process 

6.3 Community and stakeholder engagement 

A Community Engagement Plan (CEP) has been developed for the Project and is provided in 
Appendix B Community Engagement Plan. This document identifies the community relations 
approach and objectives for the Project and surrounding communities. It also outlines the overall 
framework for consultation for the Project and details that Neoen maintains a stand-alone stakeholder 
register which is updated through the lifecycle of the delivery of the Project. This register details key 
Project stakeholders including landholders, neighbours, local community, government and businesses. 
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Table 6-2  Government Agencies and Non-Government Stakeholders consultation summary  

Stakeholder Method Date Details of consultation  

Transport for 
NSW 

A combination 
of meetings, 
phone calls, 
emails, letter 

3 May 2021 

 

 

6 May 2021 

 

 

From 7 June 
2021 - 
ongoing 

A letter was sent via email to the Secretary of Transport for NSW in May, to request for a person 
at TfNSW following the project of the Great Western Battery during its development and 
discussions with TfNSW. 

Following this letter, a call with the Director of Development Services for Regional and Outer 
Metropolitan of Transport for NSW was held in May, to help coordinate with TfNSW. This call led 
to TfNSW assigning their Team Leader of Development Services-Renewables for Regional and 
Outer Metropolitan Division to the Project. 

From June 2021 fortnightly meetings were organized with TfNSW, its land manager John 
Holland Rail, AECOM (as needed) and Neoen, to coordinate activities on TfNSW land. To 
facilitate surveys, access licences have been provided to allow for consultants to go on to 
TfNSW land. 

The approval for construction within TfNSW’s land was discussed and would be further assessed 
when technical design is finalised. 

On 1 November, TfNSW advised Neoen that JHR would be replaced by UGL at the end of 
January 2022. TfNSW and Neoen agreed to coordinate to ensure information is passed down to 
UGL once it becomes the new land manager for TfNSW. 

Transgrid A combination 
of emails and 
calls 

 In May 2020, feedback was sought from Transgrid with respect to a few different substations, to 
ensure the development of the Great Western Battery would target an appropriate substation. 

A connection enquiry was lodged with Transgrid on 19 November 2020. 

In September 2021, Neoen and Transgrid (Lumea) agreed on the connection process for the 
Great Western Battery. Lumea has provided Neoen with the Connection Process Agreement for 
the Great Western Battery. 

Lithgow City 
Council  

A combination 
of calls, 
emails, 
meetings 

 In November 2020, an email was sent to the Acting Team Leader of Development of the Lithgow 
City Council to organize a meeting to present the Project to Council. 

The meeting was held on 10 December 2020 at the Lithgow City Council office. Several 
members of the Development Team attended, including the Director for Economic Development 
and Environment. The General Manager also attended the meeting. Representatives for Council 
asked questions about the workforce necessary, both for construction and operation, as well as 
questions about the transmission line and the choice of location. These questions were 
addressed during the meeting and taken into consideration for further communication with the 
community. 

A second meeting to present the Project was organized with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor on the 
16 December 2020. No additional questions/issues were raised during the meeting. 
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Stakeholder Method Date Details of consultation  

Prior to the first community event, efforts were made to schedule a meeting with the Councillors, 
but due to limited availability, it was decided a video would be recorded and sent to them instead. 
The video was viewed by Councillors on the 16 January 2021.  

On 10 May 2021, a meeting was organised with Council to provide an update on the Project. 
Council representatives had questions about the physical location and extent of the footprint of 
the Project, as well as the potential positive impact the Project could have in the Lithgow region. 
These questions were addressed directly during the meeting. 

On 20 October 2021 a meeting was held with representatives of Council to give an update on the 
Project. Council mentioned it was likely a bond would be required to conduct works on Brays 
Lane. Council also mentioned their interest in seeking a Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA) 
from Neoen. Neoen agreed to have a further discussion on the topic to discuss the VPA 
commitment in detail. 

The Director of Infrastructure was consulted via email in October 2021 on road load capacity for 
Brays Lane, as well as city sewers infrastructure location. 

An email was sent to the Director of Infrastructure on 8 February 2022 to detail the proposed 
measures to allow for oversized and overmass vehicle to access Brays Lane, namely the 
potential installation and removal of temporary bridging beams at the culverts of Brays Lane, and 
the stabilisation of the outer verge of Brays Lane (at the right hand turn immediately west of the 
Site) with compacted gravel or roadbase. The Director did not express any concern regarding 
these proposed measures in a reply email dated 18 February 2022. 

On 27 January 2022, a meeting was held with representatives from Council to discuss the 
possibility of establishing a Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA), and the likely timing for 
agreeing a signed document detailing the VPA between the Council and Neoen. It was agreed 
during the meeting that Neoen would send a letter of offer to initiate the discussion with the 
representatives from Council. It was agreed that further discussions would then occur over a 
period of up to several weeks to refine the terms. Once the Council representatives are satisfied 
with the terms they would be presented to the Council for validation. It was agreed that Council 
and Neoen would aim to have a signed VPA around the end of financial year 2022. Subsequent 
to agreements made in this meeting, a letter of offer was sent to Council on 11 February 2022 to 
initiate VPA discussions. Following this letter, a meeting was held between Neoen and Council 
on the 23 February 2022 to discuss the offer. 
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Stakeholder Method Date Details of consultation  

NSW Heritage 
Council  

Virtual meeting  7 September 
2021 

The NSW Heritage Council (along with DPE) was consulted with regarding ongoing delays to 
Aboriginal heritage test pit investigations as a result of COVID19 restrictions.  

In response the NSW Heritage Council advised that test pitting should be undertaken prior to the 
lodgement of the EIS, and that a combination of working within the existing NSW health 
guidelines and employing flexible solution such daily updates and using virtual tools would be 
considered an acceptable approach.  

As a result, the Aboriginal heritage test pit investigations were carried out and included in this 
EIS, using the methodology outlined in detail in Chapter 9 Aboriginal heritage. 

Case 
Management – 
Energy 
Infrastructure & 
Zones - DPE 

A combination 
of calls, emails 
and virtual 
meetings. 

Commenced 
March 2021 
– ongoing 

Since March 2021, Neoen has had monthly communications with the Case Management team 
providing monthly updates on the progression of the Project.  

Public Works 
Advisory & 
Regional 
Development 
Central West 
Far West – 
Department of 
Regional NSW 

Virtual meeting 27 April 2021 A meeting was held on the 27 April 2021 with representants of the Lithgow region from the 
Department of Regional Development NSW to provide an update on the Project. Questions were 
asked with respect to jobs and the use of the BESS in the electricity grid. The questions were 
answered during the meeting.  

Priority 
Assessment 
Program 

A combination 
of calls, emails 
and virtual 
meetings 

Commenced 
August 2021 
– ongoing 

Since August 2021, Neoen has been in regular contact with the Priority Assessment Program 
and provided regular updates on the Project. 

NSW Rural Fire 
Service (RFS) 
and Lithgow 
City Council. 

Meeting 10 December 
2020 

A meeting was held with Lithgow City Council and the NSW RFS on Thursday 10 December 
2020 in conjunction with Lithgow City Council. The NSW RFS representative asked questions 
about the fire risk related to the Project, as well as the measures put in place to address the 
risks. These questions were answered at the meeting and an assessment of Bushfire Risk has 
been provided in Chapter 17 Bushfire and Appendix L Bushfire Threat Assessment. 
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6.4.2 Community consultation  

Community consultation was undertaken in accordance with clauses 6 and 7 of Schedule 2 of the 
EP&A Regulation. As discussed above, Neoen seeks to establish and maintain open and effective 
communication and relationships with the community and interested stakeholders. As such, Neoen 
have commenced consultation with the community and relevant agencies / other stakeholders. Detail 
regarding community consultation activities undertaken to date is provided in in Table 6-3. 

Properties that are located immediately adjacent to the Site include 173 and 137 Brays Lane (R2 and 
R3 respectively). The remainder of receivers in the area are not directly adjacent, however, of these, 
the properties at 233 and 113 Brays Lane are located within 300 m of the Site. As such, these receivers 
have been recipients of more detailed and personalised consultation.  

The remaining receivers are at least 500 m from the Site and have been and would be consulted with 
as per those methods detailed for ‘Community’ in Table 6-3.
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Targeted receiver  Detail of consultation undertaken 

transmission lines, considering the region a REZ, the use of battery services to answer to the needs of the grid, and the 
reason the town of Wallerawang was chosen as the location for the battery. All of the questions were answered directly 
at the public event. The event received a largely positive response, with an attending member of Council suggesting 
additional events considering the interest it had received. 

A public event was also held on the 8 December 2021 in cooperation with the Lithgow Community Power Project 
association. It was hosted in Wallerawang and was advertised in the local paper. 

Non-associated / involved 
receiver (Receiver R1) 
Owner occupied. 233 Brays 
Lane 

A phone call was conducted on 4 December 2020 to inform the owner/occupier about the Project. At this time, Neoen 
offered to meet with the occupants, however, they indicated that they do not wish for Neoen to conduct individual, 
personalised meetings on their behalf. 

As a follow up to the phone call, a letter was sent to this residence on 7 December 2020. The content of this letter 
provided, in writing, the detail discussed on the phone regarding the Project, and how residents can be involved in the 
ongoing consultation process. The letters included a link to the website for the Project, as well as the contact details of 
the project manager  

At the time of the scoping assessment, no additional response to consultation was received from these 
owner/occupiers. 

A meeting in person was held on the 3rd February 2021 with the owner, as well as a close family member of the owner. 
Questions around the choice of the location, as well as the visual and noise impact were asked. Representatives from 
Neoen made sure that all the questions from the owner were answered during that time. 

A phone call was conducted on 1 November 2021 to provide an update on the Project to the owner and its was agreed 
to meet. A meeting was held on the 11 November 2021 with two family members of the resident of 233 Brays Lane. 
Representatives of Neoen discussed the development assessment process, shared information on the latest layout, 
and described the key considerations for the resident. The family of the resident asked questions about the visual 
impact, as well as the noise impact, which were answered during the meeting. The resident requested that a hard copy 
of the EIS would be sent to them when public. Representatives of Neoen are working with the resident to respond to 
concerns they have with respect to the Project.  

A meeting was held on the 10 February 2022, during which a summary of all previously communicated Project 
information and key EIS assessment outcomes was provided. This discussion specifically focused on the likely visual 
and noise impacts of the Project at this property, as well as the proposed mitigation measures to manage these 
impacts, including the proposed 10 m noise walls and potential vegetation screening. The possibility of delivering noise 
specific mitigations measures at the property was also discussed, and the resident agreed to have mitigation measures 
installed if the Project is found to have noise exceedances. 
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Targeted receiver  Detail of consultation undertaken

On 15 February 2022, Neoen received an email from the landowner that provided consent for the proposed visual
impact mitigation measures proposed for the Project, as well as for the installation of at-property noise mitigation 
treatments, as required and at Neoen’s cost.

Associated / involved 
receiver (Receiver R2) 
Tenant occupied. 173 
Brays Lane.
 

The owner of the property has been involved in ongoing consultation with Neoen since May 2020. This consultation 
process has been undertaken through regular meetings in person, phone calls, and emails. The owner has raised 
questions that relate to the project footprint, design, and visual impact. These questions have been addressed through 
the consultation process, and more detail has been provided as the Project has been refined during the preparation of 
the EIS. 

The owner of the Site has a tenant on their property, with whom consultation started in December 2020. 

A phone call was conducted on 7 December 2020 with the tenant of the property. As a result of this call, the tenants 
agreed to a meeting with Neoen. The scheduled meeting on the 10 December 2020 was cancelled by the tenant. 
Another meeting was scheduled for the 3 February 2020, although it was cancelled as well.  

Representative from Neoen regularly tried to call the tenant during the months of March and April but did not receive a 
response. A meeting was scheduled with the help of the owner of the property for the 11 May 2021. Representatives of 
Neoen met with the tenant on the 11th May 2021 to provide an overview of the Project. The tenant asked questions 
about the footprint and the visual impact of the Project. These questions were answered during the meeting. 
Information was provided on water use on the Site, access to water has been taken into account in the EIS, and in 
Appendix G Water Cycle Management Study. 

A follow-up email as well as a postal letter were sent on the 12 May 2021 with additional information and maps of the 
site. No comments were received. 

Neoen tried to call the tenant during the months of August and October 2021 to set up a new meeting received no 
response. The owner of the property helped coordinate a meeting on the 10 November 2021. 

A meeting was held on the 10 November 2021 with the tenant. Representatives of Neoen discussed the development 
assessment process, shared information on the latest layout, and described the key considerations for the tenant. The 
resident mentioned access to water during construction was their main concern due to their animals and garden. 
Representatives of Neoen are working with the tenants and the landowner to find ways of managing any concerns they 
have with respect to the Project. This has been considered in detail in Appendix G Water Cycle Management Study. 

A meeting was held on the 10 February 2022, during which a summary of all previously communicated Project 
information and key EIS assessment outcomes was provided. This discussion specifically focused on the likely visual 
and noise impacts of the Project at this property, as well as the proposed mitigation measures to manage these 
impacts, including the proposed 10 m noise walls and potential vegetation screening. The possibility of delivering noise 
specific mitigations measures at the property was also discussed, and the resident agreed to have mitigation measures 
installed if the Project is found to have noise exceedances. 
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Targeted receiver  Detail of consultation undertaken

On 15 February 2022, Neoen received an email from the landowner that provided consent for the proposed visual
impact mitigation measures proposed for the Project, as well as for the installation of at-property noise mitigation 
treatments, as required and at Neoen’s cost.

Non-associated / involved 
receiver (Receiver R3) 
Owner occupied 137 Brays 
Lane
 

The owner of the property has been involved in ongoing consultation with Neoen since May 2020. Throughout this 
consultation process, the owners have raised various questions about the Project, which have been answered through 
the intermediary of the property owner. Questions raised have included those related to the Project footprint, design 
and concerns regarding likely visual impact. 

A phone call was conducted on 7 December 2020 to inform the owner/occupier in more detail about the Project. At this 
time, Neoen offered to meet with the occupants. As a result of this call, the occupants agreed to a meeting with Neoen 
in January 2021. 

In follow up to phone call, a letter was also sent to this owner 7 December 2020. The content of this letter provided, in 
writing, the detail discussed on the phone regarding the Project, and how residents can be involved in the ongoing 
consultation process. The letters included a link to the website for the Project, as well as the contact details of the 
Neoen project manager. 

Representatives of Neoen met with the owner on 3 February 2021, as well as 11 May 2021. A phone call was also 
conducted on 20 October 2021. During these sessions, questions were asked around the footprint of the Project, timing 
of the Project, the design life for the Project, and the visual impact of the Project. All of these questions were addressed 
during the meetings and phone call, and are provided in Chapter 4 Project description and Section 18.3, 
respectively.  

A meeting was held on 10 November 2021 with the owner. Representatives of Neoen discussed the development 
assessment process, shared information on the latest layout, and described the key considerations for the owner.  

The resident had questions regarding visual impact and noise impact, which were answered during the meeting. 
Representatives of Neoen are working with neighbours to find ways of managing any concerns they have with respect 
to the Project. 

A meeting was held on the 10 February 2022, during which a summary of all previously communicated Project 
information and key EIS assessment outcomes was provided. This discussion specifically focused on the likely visual 
and noise impacts of the Project at this property, as well as the proposed mitigation measures to manage these 
impacts, including the proposed 10 m noise walls and potential vegetation screening. The possibility of delivering noise 
specific mitigations measures at the property was also discussed, and the resident agreed to have mitigation measures 
installed if the Project is found to have noise exceedances. 

On 15 February 2022, Neoen received an email from the landowner that provided consent for the proposed visual 
impact mitigation measures proposed for the Project, as well as for the installation of at-property noise mitigation 
treatments, as required and at Neoen’s cost.  
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Targeted receiver  Detail of consultation undertaken 

Non-associated / not 
involved receiver (Receiver 
R4) 
Owner occupied 113 Brays 
Lane 

A phone call was conducted on 4 December 2020 to inform the owner/occupier about the Project. At this time, Neoen 
offered to meet with the occupants, however, they indicated that they do not wish for Neoen to conduct individual, 
personalised meetings on their behalf. 

As a follow up to the phone call, a letter was sent to this residence 7 December 2020. The content of this letter 
provided, in writing, the detail discussed on the phone regarding the Project and how residents can be involved in the 
ongoing consultation process. The letters included a link to the website for the Project and contact details of the Neoen 
project manager. 

At the time of the scoping assessment, no additional response to consultation was received from these 
owner/occupiers. 

Representatives of Neoen were informed via a phone call that the owner was not interested in attending the community 
event on 3 February 2021.  

Paul Toole, State 
Member for Bathurst 

A letter was sent to the State Member to inform them of the Project on 3 December 2020. No comments were received. 

Hon Andrew Gee, Federal 
Member for Calare 

A letter was sent to the Federal Member to inform them of the Project on 3 December 2020. No comments were 
received. 

Lithgow Environment Group A few emails were exchanged with the head of the association between January 2021 and February 2021. Information 
about the area to be surveyed and the footprint of the Project was shared. Lithgow Environment Group proposed to 
coordinate to collect seeds in the event of vegetation clearance in a sensitive area. The proposal was welcome but will 
not need to be acted upon, considering that areas of sensitive biodiversity have been avoided.  

Members of the association attended the community day hosted on 3 February 2021 in Wallerawang, where 
representative of Neoen provided more information on the Project. 

Lidsdale and Wallerawang 
Progress Association 

Phone call conducted in January 2021 prior to the community day (3 February 2021). The main details of the Project 
were presented to the head of the association. A meeting in person was conducted on 3 February, during which 
questions about the choice of location and job creation were asked. These questions were answered during the 
conversation. 
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Targeted receiver  Detail of consultation undertaken 

Lithgow Community Power 
Project (LCPP) 

Following the community day on 3 February 2021, emails were exchanged through March 2021 and April 2021 
between the head of the LCPP group and Neoen, where Neoen shared information about the Project, as well as its 
strategic value for the region. Questions on various topics such as battery services, positive impact on network, impact 
on region, impact on energy sector in the region were asked during a discussion in person on 10 May 2021. All of these 
questions were answered during this conversation.  

The public event in Lithgow on the 10 May 2021 was co-organized by LCPP and Neoen. Another similar event was 
hosted in Wallerawang on 8 December 2021. 
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6.4.3 Response to agency, stakeholder and community issues raised to date

A summary of the issues raised during agency, stakeholder and community consultation, and where 
each issue has been addressed in this EIS is provided in Table 6-4.

Table 6-4  Summary of issues raised and where they have been addressed in this EIS

Originator  Summary of the issue Where addressed in this EIS

Receiver R1, R2 and R3 Visual impact on close residents Chapter 18 Other matters
(visual)

Community (general) Visual impact on the town Chapter 18 Other matters
(visual)

Receiver R1, R2 and R3 Noise impact on close residents Chapter 13 Noise and
vibration

Community (general) Noise impacts on the town Chapter 13 Noise and
vibration

Council, Community 
(general), DPE

Job creation, during construction 
and operation 

Chapter 4 Project description 

Council, Community 
(general), RFS 

Fire hazard of the facility Chapter 17 Bushfire 

Transport for NSW/JHR Transmission line concept design Chapter 4 Project description 

Community (general) Choice of location Chapter 2 Site context and 
background 

Community (general) Transmission line: overhead or 
underground 

Chapter 4 Project description 

6.5 Consultation during the public exhibition of the Environmental Impact 
Statement  

6.5.1 Overview  

The EIS will be placed on public exhibition by DPE from 15 December to 23 January 2022, in 
accordance with the requirements of the EP&A Act. During this period, stakeholders and the community 
would be able to view and download electronic copies of the EIS from the DPE Major Projects website 
(https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects).  

Neoen would continue to consult with stakeholders during this period to discuss the EIS. A description 
of the consultation activities to be carried out during the public exhibition period is detailed below.  

Note that if COVID 19 restrictions are in effect during this period, alternative consultation methods may 
be undertaken. Restrictions introduced during the COVID 19 pandemic required cancelation of some 
engagement activities involving face-to-face interaction with large groups. Engagement activities are 
limited to those without face-to-face interaction, such as via internet, radio, and print media. Given the 
significant and prolonged economic impact of the pandemic, it has been considered that some 
stakeholders may have limited capacity to engage. 

6.5.2 Ongoing communication tools  

Neoen would continue to use of the contact points and information tools established for the Project. 
These would be available for all stakeholders to directly contact the Project team and request Project 
information.  

6.5.3 Consultation  

Project collateral would be developed to inform stakeholders and the community about the EIS 
exhibition period, provide instruction on how to make a submission and explain the EIS approval 
process, EIS display locations and the planned community information session.  
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Figure 8-1 Landscape features of the Project Area, subject land and assessment area 
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Table 8-2 Landscape features 

Landscape features Description 

IBRA bioregions and 
subregions 

The subject land occurs within the Sydney Basin IBRA bioregion and 
the Capertee Uplands IBRA subregion.  

Rivers, streams, estuaries, 
and wetlands 

Several watercourses dissect the subject land, including Pipers Flat 
Creek, and several unnamed watercourses. The closest major 
waterbody is Lake Wallace located approximately 200 metres south-
east of the Project Area. The closest major river is Coxs River which 
flows parallel to the proposed transmission line and flows into Lake 
Wallace.  

Habitat connectivity The subject land does not form part of any recognised biodiversity 
corridors, flyways or significant habitat connectivity features. Habitat 
connectivity occurs predominantly in east – west bands along drainage 
lines or roads, and remnant vegetation along Pipers Flat Creek. 

Geological features There were no recorded karst, caves, crevices, cliffs or other areas of 
geological significance within the subject land.  

Areas of outstanding 
biodiversity value 

To date no Areas of Outstanding Biodiversity Value (AOBVs) have 
been declared within the Project Area or subject land.  

NSW (Mitchell) geological 
landscape 

The subject land occurs within the Capertee Plateau Mitchell 
Landscape (Mitchell 2002).  

Hydrology The subject land is mapped on the Groundwater Dependent 
Ecosystems (GDE) Atlas as containing High and Moderate Potential 
Terrestrial GDEs (BOM 2021).  
Two plant communities that are known to be GDEs are mapped within 
the subject land (further discussed in section 3 of this report).  
One watercourse (Pipers Flat Creek) within the subject land is 
designated on the Biodiversity Values Map (DPIE 2021b) as “Protected 
Riparian Land”. 

Additional landscape 
features 

The study area did not contain soil hazard features or other additional 
features that are required to be assessed according to the SEARs. 

8.3.2 Native vegetation  

The subject land supports 39.52 hectares of native vegetation with varying levels of disturbance. The 
land within the Project Area can be defined as three distinctly different board vegetation types, medium, 
low, and disturbed.  

Figure 8-2 shows the native vegetation extent recorded within the subject land, Project Area and 
1.5 km assessment area.  
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Figure 8-2 Native vegetation extent  
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Species scientific name Common name 

Lathamus discolor Swift Parrot (foraging) 

Miniopterus orianae oceanensis Large Bent-winged Bat 

Neophema pulchella Turquoise Parrot 

Ninox connivens Barking Owl (foraging) 

Ninox strenua Powerful Owl (foraging) 

Petaurus australis Yellow-bellied Glider 

Petroica boodang Scarlet Robin 

Petroica phoenicea Flame Robin 

Phascolarctos cinereus Koala (foraging) 

Pteropus poliocephalus Grey-headed Flying-fox (foraging) 

Saccolaimus flaviventris Yellow-bellied Sheathtail-bat 

Scoteanax rueppellii Greater Broad-nosed bat 

Stagonopleura guttata Diamond Firetail 

Tyto novaehollandiae Masked Owl (Foraging) 

Varanus rosenbergi Rosenberg's Goanna 

 

The Glossy Black-Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus lathami, was discounted due to an absence of feed trees 
(Allocasuarina and Casuarina).  

Species credit species  

Species credit species with the potential to occur within the subject land, and thus considered candidate 
species credit species, have been either assumed present or are the subject of a targeted survey. 17 
predicted species credit species have been excluded based on a lack of suitable habitat, degradation of 
existing habitat and lack of required microhabitat features. A detailed assessment of potential for 
occurrence, and potential for impact, for all relevant species credit species is presented in Appendix C 
Biodiversity Development Assessment Report. 

Targeted species surveys were conducted to determine whether candidate species credit species or 
their habitats were present. 

Targeted threatened flora surveys 

Results of targeted flora surveys are presented in Table 8-4 below. 

Table 8-4 Summary of targeted flora survey results 

Species name Common 
name 

Survey method Survey 
results 

Species 
Polygon (ha) or 
count 

Eucalyptus 
aggregata 

Black Gum 10 metre separated transect 
searches of areas of 
potential habitat in June 
2021 

Species 
detected 
during targeted 
survey. 258 
individuals 
recorded.  

258 individuals 
recorded. 

Prasophyllum 
petilum 

Tarengo Leek 
Orchid 

5 metre separated transect 
searches of areas of 
potential habitat in 
November 2021 

Not detected n/a 
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application of appropriate mitigation measures. Indirect impacts associated with construction of the 
Project are assessed in more detail in Table 8-7 and a list of the management and mitigation measures 
are provided in Table 8-11. 

A total of six hollow bearing trees have been identified as occurring within the Project Area. Two hollow-
bearing trees located on Brays Lane would potentially be removed or require trimming during the 
construction phase of the Project. Branch and vegetation trimming may be required in this area to allow 
for heavy-rigid plant and machinery to access the Site. However, the recorded hollows were considered 
low quality and provided limited roosting opportunities to microbat species.  

The overall Project impact on hollow bearing trees is therefore considered minimal. 

Indirect impacts 

Indirect impacts associated with construction of the Project and an assessment of their significance are 
outlined in Table 8-7. 

Table 8-7 Summary of indirect construction impacts 

Indirect impact Assessment / significance of impact 

Inadvertent impacts 
on adjacent habitat 
or vegetation 

Impacts to the vegetation associated with the transmission line corridor would 
be prevented through the utilisation of an underboring method known as 
horizontal directional drilling (HDD). HDD would be used where required to 
avoid areas of sensitivity, including Aboriginal heritage, biodiversity, Pipers 
Flat Creek, and rail crossings. Sending and receiver pits for the underboring 
would be located in disturbed areas with low conservation value. The 
remainder of the transmission line would be installed using an open trenching 
methodology which would occur in areas of low conservation value.  

Additional inadvertent impacts may potentially occur to adjacent vegetation, 
due to water runoff, light spill and access by construction workers. These 
impacts would be prevented or minimised through appropriate exclusion 
fencing, implementation of a CEMP detailing appropriate environmental 
protection measures, strict water quality practices and stormwater controls, 
and by ensuring lighting is directed towards the developed area, rather than 
towards the surrounding remnant vegetation 

Reduced viability of 
adjacent habitat 
due to noise, dust 
or light spill 

It is predicted that the adjacent habitat would be impacted in a small way by 
noise, dust and light spill, during construction. This would be managed as 
outlined in the CEMP.  

The construction of the Project will result in additional heavy, medium and light 
vehicular traffic. The Project would result in a change to the Site and the 
amount or type of vehicular traffic, noise and light pollution during 
construction. Indirect impacts from lighting may affect foraging of threatened 
microbats, but impacts are not considered significant as it is highly unlikely 
that species abundance would be diminished. 

Transport of weeds 
and pathogens from 
the site to adjacent 
vegetation 

Weeds occurring within the subject land are common with those occurring 
within adjacent vegetation to be retained. Increased transport of pathogens 
and weeds is unlikely to occur during construction but would be managed by 
biosecurity measures outlined in the CEMP. 

Trampling of 
threatened flora 
species 

A population of the threatened flora species, Black Gum, was identified within 
both Site and transmission line corridor. It is anticipated that only two Black 
Gum trees would be impacted as a part of the Project, as the proposed 
transmission line would be installed underground using underboring at 
environmentally sensitive locations. The Project would avoid direct impacts to 
the main Black Gum population and would minimise foot traffic where the 
threatened flora species is present. Thus, trampling of threatened flora 
species is unlikely, and is not considered to be a significant impact. 
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Indirect impact Assessment / significance of impact 

Rubbish dumping Standard environmental controls for construction would ensure potential 
impacts of waste are minimised. Works would follow an approved Waste 
Management Plan (refer to Section 18.4 (Waste). 

Increase in pest 
animal populations 

The Project occurs in a rural and semi-industrial area with impacts including 
introduced domestic pets such as cats Felis catus currently occurring within 
the locality. Pest animals such as Rats Rattus rattus and European Rabbit 
Oryctolagus cuniculus are also widely spread within the region and are likely 
to occur across the locality. The Project would not result in an increase in 
available habitat for these species and is unlikely to lead to an increase in pest 
animal populations. 

Suitable waste disposal implemented during and post construction would 
further reduce the resources available for pest species. 

Disturbance to 
specialist breeding 
and foraging habitat 

No specialist breeding and foraging habitat would be indirectly impacted by 
the Project. Direct impacts to breeding and foraging habitat for Koala and 
Squirrel Glider would be offset. The Project is unlikely to constitute significant 
disturbance, to adjacent habitats as underboring would avoid the majority of 
vegetation clearing and once the works are completed minimal disturbance 
would be generated to adjacent areas. The Project is not considered to have a 
significant indirect impact to specialist breeding or foraging habitat. 

8.4.3 Operation 

There would be no direct impacts on biodiversity from the operation of the Project. Indirect impacts 
associated with operation of the Project and an assessment of their significance are outlined in  
Table 8-8. 

Table 8-8 Indirect operational impacts 

Indirect impact Assessment / significance of impact 

Reduced viability of adjacent 
habitat due to edge effects 

Adjacent habitats are currently subject to a high degree of edge 
effects due to prior clearing and surrounding existing residential 
and agricultural land use. Since a small and localised patch of 
vegetation (0.93 ha) is to be directly impacted by the Project, an 
increase to edge effects is not expected to occur to the remnant 
vegetation surrounding the subject land, as a result of the 
Project. In addition, a large proportion of native vegetation within 
the subject land would be underbored, thus edge effects are not 
expected to be exacerbated as a result.  

Reduced viability of adjacent 
habitat due to noise, dust or light 
spill 

It is predicted that the adjacent habitat would be impacted in a 
small way by noise and light spill, during operation of the Project.  

The Project would result in a change at the Site, particularly 
regarding a marginal increase in noise and possibly light 
pollution. Indirect impacts from lighting may affect foraging of 
threatened microbats during operation, but impacts are not 
considered significant as it is highly unlikely that species 
abundance would be diminished. 

Increased risk of starvation, 
exposure and loss of shade or 
shelter 

The habitat present in the subject land considered marginal for 
most fauna species given the disturbed condition, however there 
is potential habitat for the Purple Copper Butterfly, Koala, Squirrel 
Glider, Greater Glider, Eastern Pygmy-possum and several 
threatened microbat species. The Project would not result in an 
increased risk of starvation, exposure and loss of shade or 
shelter to native species due to the small total area of vegetation 
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